
U S E  O F  A N  O R I G I N A L
F I G U R E  O R  TA B L E :

If you created a � gure or table speci� cally for 
the work being submitted, this is original and 
no permissions are required. For example, 

the � gure below is completely new and was 
published in the June 2018 issue of Widgets 

Today by Jay Brown:

U S E  O F  A  R E P R O D U C E D
F I G U R E  O R  TA B L E :

If a � gure or table appears in a new 
publication exactly as it appeared 
in the original publication, then it is 
reproduced. Permission must be 

obtained from the owner and attribution 
to the original source provided.

U S E  O F  A N  A D A P T E D
F I G U R E  O R  TA B L E :

If a � gure or table is adapted, it is 
modi� ed from its original appearance 
but still closely resembles the original. 
Permission must be obtained from the 

owner and attribution to the original 
source provided.

I S  M Y  F I G U R E  “ A D A P T E D ”  O R  I S  I T  “ T R A N S F O R M AT I V E ” ?
A U T H O R S  A R E  R E S P O N S I B L E  F O R  M A K I N G  T H E  F O L L O W I N G
D E T E R M I N AT I O N S  B E F O R E  S U B M I T T I N G  M A N U S C R I P T S :

ADAPTED: 
If you create a � gure or table that (1) includes someone else’s previously published data or illustrative elements AND (2) their 
data/illustrative elements are incorporated into your work to illustrate similar facts or conclusions, then your reproduction of their 
data/illustrative elements is a derivative work (or “adaptation”). Permission must be obtained from the owner and a citation 
to the original work must be provided in your � gure/table legend.

TRANSFORMATIVE:
If your use of someone else’s previously published data or illustrative elements in your own � gure or table goes beyond simply 
adapting their work as described above, then your use may be “transformative.” If you believe the work is transformative, you 
may not need to obtain permission, but you do need to provide a citation.

To be transformative, your use should add something uniquely new to the underlying data/illustrative elements or serve 
a different function, purpose, or character than the original work. One factor to consider is whether the new work will be 
competitive with or as supplanting the demand for the original. Transformative works are not usually competitive with the 
original work. If you believe your use is transformative, you need to seek guidance from your appropriate institutional of� cers 
to determine the legal status of the � gures and tables you include with your submitted manuscript and provide the appropriate 
language in the � gure/table legend.

If you determine your work is “transformative” and does not require permission from the owner, you must certify it 
as such and include the citation in the � gure/table legend. For example: From Brown J Widgets Today, 2018; 100(6).
It is important that speci� c cases be clearly assessed by the authors and if needed, the institution(s) responsible for the work 
submitted by the authors. Authors should be prepared to provide the editorial of� ce with documentation showing the original 
� gure or table and describing the transformative nature of the new work.

Figure legend: Number of widgets 
produced per year, 2015-2017.
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Figure legend: Number of widgets 
produced since 2015 and projected 

through 2018. [Adapted with permission 
from Brown J Widgets Today, 2018; 

100(6) © Widgets Publishing]

Figure legend: Number of widgets 
produced per year, 2015-2017. 

[Reproduced with permission from 
Brown J Widgets Today, 2018; 100(6) 

© Widgets Publishing]

FIGURES AND TABLES PERMISSIONS BASICS:

A  G U I D E  F O R  R E S E A R C H E R S
U S E  T H I S  O N E - PA G E  G U I D E  T O  D E T E R M I N E  W H E N  T O  R E Q U E S T  P E R M I S S I O N  T O  U S E  A  F I G U R E  O R  TA B L E , 

A S  W E L L  A S  W H E N  A N D  H O W  T O  P R O V I D E  AT T R I B U T I O N  F O R  U S E .  E X A M P L E S  A R E  I N C L U D E D.


